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[bookmark: _Hlk177545326]Field exercises are not required to be completed for the Basic Environmental Health Program and are not submitted to the University at Albany College of Integrated Health Sciences. They may be used at the direction of the local health department’s Director of Environmental Health or student’s supervisor to enhance the training provided during the Program.  

To ensure that the exercise will be as useful as possible, both the supervisor and mentor should review these instructions, the Basic Environmental Health Program Field Exercise Guidelines, and the exercises in the Field Assignment Report form prior to selecting and completing any of the elective field inspection or activity. The student’s supervisor should arrange for the student to accompany a qualified mentor on an inspection for the selected elective facility/activity. The student should accompany and/or observe a qualified mentor to complete the field activity, assist with or observe completion of the appropriate inspection report form, and complete the questions for the selected field activity include on this Field Assignment Report. Students are not expected to be able to independently conduct elective facility inspections and/or activities without substantial additional training and mentoring. If a public health hazard is identified during the field exercise, the mentor should assume responsibility for resolving the situation immediately, consistent with State Health Department policies/procedures for that program.

The student should assist or shadow the mentor in all aspects of the inspection including:
· a file review prior to the inspection;
· review of appropriate environmental health manual (EHM) item(s);
· completion of the appropriate NYS DOH facility inspection report or equivalent;
· follow-up activity in response to violations or problems found during the inspection.

Learning Objectives:

After completing this assignment, the student will be able to:
· Describe the importance of a file review prior to inspection;
· Identify at least three conditions related to potential public health hazards at the selected facility/activity;
· Identify at least one unique factor about the selected facility/activity that distinguishes it from other types of regulated operations/activities; and
· Describe the importance of the role of health department oversight at the selected facility/activity.


Optional Elective Field Assignment Report



Student Name: 	Health Department: 	

Activity/exercise: 		Date of activity: 	

Facility/operation name: 		Mentor Name: 	

With direction from the student's supervisor, the student should choose and complete one or more of the field exercises from the list below*:

· Recreational Aquatic Spray Ground Inspection (Subpart 6-3)
· Temporary Residences Inspection (Subpart 7-1)
· Mass Gathering inspection (Subpart 7-4)
· Complaint Investigation, Realty Subdivision, Onsite Wastewater Site Visit for Soil Test Witnessing, etc. (Parts 8, 74, and/or Appendix 75A, respectively)
· Migrant Farm Worker Housing inspection (Part 15)
· Mobile Home Park inspection (Part 17)
· Lead Poisoning Control - Environmental Assessment and Abatement at a Dwelling of a Child with an Elevated Blood Lead Level (Subpart 67-2)
· Tanning Facility Inspection (Part 72-1)
· Onsite wastewater site visit for soil test witnessing, complaint investigation, etc. (Parts 8, 74, and/or Appendix 75A)

*NOTE: A students preferred choice(s) may not be available during enrollment in the Basic Environmental Health Program due to the seasonal nature of certain types of facilities, the inspection schedules and priorities of the local health department.



ASSIGNMENT
Use additional sheets if your responses cannot fit on this report form.
1. Describe the purpose of the activity.






2. If applicable, list the sanitary code part(s) or law(s) that affects/regulates the activity/operation, and describe any outstanding violations, correction orders, or issues identified during the file review.






3. List all significant health risks identified during the field inspection activity. If no actual health risks were identified, list some potential health risks that could relate to the activity.







4. Describe how the actual or potential health risks were/would be addressed.


	





5. Describe any technical assistance provided to the public or facility operator regarding this field visit.













FIELD EXERCISE: High Risk Food Service Establishment Inspection

Field exercises are not required to be completed for the Basic Environmental Health Program and are not submitted to the University at Albany College of Integrated Health Sciences. They may be used at the direction of the local health department’s Director of Environmental Health or student’s supervisor.  

To ensure that the exercise will be as useful as possible, both the supervisor and mentor should review these instructions, the Basic Environmental Health Program Field Exercise Guidelines and the exercise’s Field Assignment Report form prior to selecting the food service establishment to be inspected. The student’s supervisor should arrange for the student to work with and accompany a qualified mentor on an inspection of a high-risk food service establishment. While at the facility, the menu should be reviewed to identify food items that are common vehicles of foodborne illness. A food preparation review should be conducted for one of the menu items to identify all critical control points and monitoring procedures in its preparation. The intention of the exercise is to introduce the student to the concepts and procedures to conduct a high-risk food service establishment inspection. Students are not expected to be able to independently conduct food service establishment (FSE) inspections without substantial additional training and mentoring. If a public health hazard is identified during the field exercise, the mentor should assume responsibility for resolving the situation immediately, consistent with State Health Department policies/procedures for that program.

The student should assist or shadow the mentor in all aspects of the inspection including:
· a file review prior to the inspection;
· review of appropriate environmental health manual (EHM) items including CEHFP 852 TR (08/06/07);
· completion of the food service inspection report; and
· follow-up activity in response to violations or problems found during the inspection.

Learning Objectives:

After completing this assignment, the student will be able to:
· Describe the factors that determine the risk characteristics of a food service establishment.
· Describe the factors that determine a food being defined as a potentially hazardous food.
· Identify at least two food items that are common vehicles of foodborne illness.
· Identify at least three food related public health hazards.

.

Optional Field Assignment Report



FOOD SERVICE ESTABLISHMENT INSPECTION


Student Name: 	Health Department: 	

Mentor Name: 	Mentor Title: 	

Food Service Establishment Name: 	

Inspection Date: 	


ASSIGNMENT
The student accompanies the mentor on a field inspection of a high-risk food service establishment and assists with and observes completion of a food service inspection report form (DOH 192 or equivalent) and completes the following questions:

1. Explain why the selected food service establishment meets the criteria of a high-risk food service establishment.




1. Identify at least two food items from the menu review that are common vehicles of foodborne illness.




1. Identify all critical control points and the monitoring procedures of the food selected for the food preparation review.





1. List all critical (red) violations identified during your inspection.







FIELD EXERCISE: SWIMMING POOL INSPECTION

[bookmark: _Hlk177559849]Field exercises are not required to be completed for the Basic Environmental Health Program and are not submitted to the University at Albany College of Integrated Health Sciences. They may be used at the direction of the local health department’s Director of Environmental Health or student’s supervisor.

To ensure that the exercise will be as useful as possible, the supervisor and mentor should review these instructions, the Basic Environmental Health Program Field Exercise Guidelines and the exercise’s Field Assignment Report form prior to selecting the swimming pool to be inspected. The student’s supervisor should arrange for the student to accompany a qualified mentor on an inspection of a swimming pool that requires level II (Lifeguard) supervision in accordance with Section 6-1.23 of Part 6-1. The intent of the exercise is to introduce the student to the concepts and procedures to conduct a swimming pool inspection. Students are not expected to be able to independently conduct swimming pool inspections without substantial additional training and mentoring.

The student should assist or shadow the mentor in all aspects of the inspection including:
· a file review prior to the inspection;
· review of appropriate Environmental Health Manual (EHM) items;
· completion of the Swimming Pool Inspection report (DOH-1321);
· follow-up activity in response to violations or problems found during the inspection.


Learning Objectives:

After completing this assignment, the student will be able to:
· Describe the factors that determine the number of lifeguards needed to adequately supervise a pool.
· Describe the factors affecting lifeguard surveillance of a pool.
· Describe appropriate locations and the methods for collecting and testing pool water for chlorine/bromine and pH.
· Describe features in and around a pool that are potential safety hazards.
· Describe factors that can impact pool water recirculation and surface skimming.
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Optional Field Assignment Report


SWIMMING POOL INSPECTION

Student Name: 	Health Department: 	

Mentor Name: 	 Mentor Title: 	

Swimming Pool Operation Name: 	

Inspection Date: 	


ASSIGNMENT
The student accompanies the mentor on a field inspection of a swimming pool that requires level II (a), (lifeguard) supervision and assists with and observes completion of a swimming pool inspection report form (DOH 1321) and completes the following questions.

1. Draw a diagram of the pool and identify with an “x”, all appropriate locations in the pool for collection of water samples for chlorine/bromine and pH testing. Explain the factors that may potentially impact the test results.









Test for free and combined chlorine or bromine (as applicable) and pH and indicate the amounts found: free cl/br		 total 	cl/br 	 	pH 		.
2. Circle the type of circulation system the pool is equipped with: (skimmer or a gutter system). Describe any problems observed with the pool’s circulation system:


If skimmers are present, are skimming weirs in place? 	Y 	N Is adequate suction present in each skimmer? 	Y 		N
If a gutter (perimeter overflow system) is present, is there flow over the entire perimeter of the gutter with no flooding of the gutter? 	Y 	N

3. Locate the flow meter on the recirculation system piping. What is the flow rate? 	gpm.

What is the flow rate from the approved pool plans 	gpm?


4. Determine the number of lifeguards required to properly supervise the pool. Refer to Chapter 1 of the State Sanitary Code, Subpart 6-1 (Swimming Pools), Section 6-1.23.

What is the surface area of the pool? 	.
How many lifeguards are required? 	. How many are provided?	.
Indicate with a (L) on the diagram prepared for question 1, the location of all lifeguards.

Identify and list features/conditions at this pool that can affect the lifeguard’s ability to provide proper surveillance and scanning.







5. Are electrical receptacles present in the pool area? Y	N	
If yes: Distance from the edge of the pool: 	feet.

Are the receptacles protected by ground fault circuit interrupters? Y		 N 	
Are portable, electric devices, such as radios, in use? Y	N	  
If yes, what is the distance from the edge of the pool? 	feet


6. Is the main drain grate secured in place and unbroken? Y		N	
Discuss, identify and list factors related to the significance of a broken or missing main drain grate.



7. Describe any inadequacies with markings for the pool’s water depth, underwater steps, bottom slope, breakpoint or similar features. Refer to 6-1.10(d)





New York State Department of Health Basic Environmental Health Program 

Optional EH 109 Field Exercise Instructions
SANITARY SURVEY of a NONCOMMUNITY PUBLIC WATER SUPPLY

Field exercises are not required to be completed for the Basic Environmental Health Program and are not submitted to the University at Albany College of Integrated Health Sciences. They may be used at the direction of the local health department’s Director of Environmental Health or student’s supervisor.  

To ensure that the field exercise will be as useful as possible, the supervisor and mentor should review these instructions, the Basic Environmental Health Program Field Exercise Guidelines and the exercise’s Field Assignment Report form prior to selecting the water system to be surveyed. The student’s supervisor should arrange for the student to accompany a qualified mentor on a sanitary survey of a noncommunity public water system with one or more ground water sources and disinfection treatment. The sanitary survey may be conducted in conjunction with a full inspection of a permitted facility, or it may be conducted as a separate inspection. The intention of the exercise is to introduce the student to the concepts and procedures of a sanitary survey. Students are not expected to be able to independently perform sanitary survey related activity without substantial additional training and mentoring.

The student should assist or shadow the mentor in all aspects of the survey, including:
· review of file information prior to the survey (facility description, compliance history, etc.)
· field inspection of the source, treatment, and operational status
· completion of appropriate documentation related to the survey findings (including a Water System Field Compliance Report form DOH 4234; and related SDWIS data entry)
· follow-up activity in response to violations or problems found during the survey.


Learning Objectives
After completing this assignment, the student will be able to:
· Identify system components of a non-community public water system (NCWS) with a ground water source and basic water disinfection treatment (chlorination and/or ultraviolet).
· Determine if a NCWS is in compliance with routine monitoring requirements.
· Describe examples of violations and significant deficiencies typically found at a NCWS.
· Describe ground water source protection issues.
· Understand basic public water supply inventory and record keeping system concepts.
· Describe violation response procedures.
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Optional Field Assignment Report
Sanitary Survey of a Noncommunity Public Water Supply (PWS)

Supervisor, mentor, and student should refer to the Instructions page prior to beginning the exercise.
Student Name: 	
Health Department: 	 Sanitary Survey Date: 	 	 	
PWS Name: 		PWS ID# _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
Type of Facility Served by this PWS: (restaurant, campground, etc.) 	
A) PREPARATION AND FILE REVIEW – The mentor provides an introduction to the basic requirements of the State Sanitary Code (SSC), Part 5 that apply to a noncommunity PWS with disinfection treatment (approval of new sources and treatment, microbiological and nitrate monitoring, minimum treatment, treatment monitoring and operation reports, reporting emergencies). With the mentor’s assistance, the student reviews the file of the selected facility and answers the following questions.

1. Describe the water source(s) (i.e., well type, depth, yield).


2. Has the source been evaluated for potential Ground Water Under the Direct Influence of Surface Water (GWUDI)?

YES 		NO 	

3. Describe the treatment provided at this system (i.e., chlorination, UV, filtration)


4. Has the PWS submitted operation report forms as required during this period?

YES 		NO 	(explain)


5. For the previous 12 months, has the PWS conducted required water quality monitoring (microbiological & nitrate, and any other required routine testing), and have the results been satisfactory?

YES 		NO 	(explain)



6. Does the record show any outstanding water violations or correction orders?
NO		YES 	(explain)






B) FIELD VISIT OBSERVATIONS – The student accompanies the mentor on a field inspection of the PWS. During the inspection, the student observes completing a Water System Field Compliance Report (DOH form 4234), observes discussions with the operator, and makes observations to answer the following questions.

1. Identify any potential sources of contamination near the well(s) [septic systems, petroleum storage facilities, farming activity, storm water drainage, etc.] and the approximate distance from the well(s) for each contaminant source.



2. Did well construction features appear satisfactory (e.g. well terminates above ground, tight-fitting cap/seal, area around the casing sloped to prevent ponding of surface water, protected against physical damage from vehicles)?
YES 		NO	(explain)



3. Diagram water flow through the system (source, treatment, storage, distribution & pump components).








4. Was the disinfection system operating properly?           YES	NO 	
Chlorination systems	Ultraviolet Systems
· injection pump working	- light intensity adequate
· appropriate chlorine residual present	- intensity monitor connected to an
· chlorine residual reading: 	mg/l	alarm and a solenoid flow shutoff valve
Explain any deficiencies or problems found:




5. Describe any violations and other significant deficiencies identified during the field visit.






C) DATA RECORDING AND FOLLOW-UP – The student observes the mentor and/or other unit staff as the site visit and system inventory information is updated in SDWIS and other local health department formats.
1. Were any of these additional follow-up actions taken by the local health department?
· Completed Field Compliance Report form 4234 provided to the owner or other responsible party.
· Narrative report written and transmitted to the operator/owner.
· Correction schedule issued for violations found.
· Formal enforcement action taken (describe):


